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Mj- - OOTBALL nt West Point d'ffers essentially
Hl from that at any other American Institution of

learning in three Important characteristics,
Hl Matncly, the preparation of the teams, the spirit
Hf that backs the tcains and tho showing made by

hc "West Point teams. West Point in these respects
Buffers OTen from Annapolis and must be In a class

Kpnrt friJm Ajinapolls, for the latter outnumbers Wept

K'olnt by almost fire hundred men,

Hi. It Is customary In the larger colleges to hare spring
Hfend bummer football practice, and, besides, the foot-Hf- jl

men always report for practice before the fall

Session begins. There is no such condition of affairs

Hit West Point. As a matter of fact, 1'tc cadets do'jiot

Hftlart active football practice until about 'ic tentjj,day
HSof September. None of them gets a footbull suit until

Hibout three weeks or less before their flrst game.

K In tIcw of these facts, one may readily ask the

P""Honr How is It that West Point alwaj s turns ql.
Hi good team? Ho: is It that sh-- j retains her rank
Bimong the Big Six? How in so short a time can she
Hcrelop a team which is always ready 'when the first

Rarac starts?
HE It may seem curious, but all who arc interested In

MpVest Point teams have always found that when the

RW came the army team was ready and delivered

Kbc goods.
M-A- t West Point on or about September 10 each year

Where Js always a call to tho corps for men to come

put for the team. And always there is the same

Hftearty response. None Is too small to try. The lt

is that each year about h of the corps
.Slumbering four hundred turn); out for football, No

Sule exists at tho academy that the first year man
Hfcannot try for the team. There arc only tvyo rcstrlc-fcSfion-

on football. These aro .that all the men must

sfjbe proficient in their academic duties and In their

jteonduct. The plebe as the first year man Li called
Zf Us as much chanco for the team as any of the upper

class men. ,

j h jfcThe teams axe coached by army officers Who were
'

former players on the academy teams. 'JJiie coaches
2i jare their hands full, for in less than three weeks

S ihey must get tho best team out of the numerous

5 lindidates. The task of weeding ut the good mate- -

rial from the plcbc3 is a hard job for tho coaches,
bill bt course, tho material from the three upper classes
S a usually known from the preceding your, but the

6 jroblem of getting the good men from the plebcs is a
22jjifflcnlt undertaking. However, with the aid of the
fcjeteran plAycrs, several good men are always

from the plebcs. Tho "weeding out"
until Just before the first game, when the squad

,jj3i divided into two squads, tho first squad and tho
Wwecond, or "Cullom Hall' squad. About thirty men

Mare kept on tho first squad and they compose the
'illfe'BwHT- - rnth nnri foams.

Games with Military Academics.f The first squad receives the attention of all of the
jeches except two. These two coach tho Cullom

.Small team, composed of men from the second squad.
jwThe Cullom Hall team derives Its name from the Held

Jjfon which it practises. The Held is located in front of
5&e Cullom Memorial Hall. This team plays several

Ja&mes each season with the various military academics
long the Hudson. The' coaches are also very much
tampered by drills and the duties of the cadctb. Bur-

's ng the first two months of practice there lawless than
jjt iwo hours available each day for football practice.

5 frith drills, parades and guard mountings, In addition
11 o their academic duties, one can readily figure how
jfi tttlo time is left.

sThe football men usually go on tho Held about live
'" Tclock in the afternoon and they hnve supper at half--2:

st sis. During this hour and a half the cadets have

fit io duties. This short time for practice continues mil II

M November 1. After this date parades and drills aro
IJ! llBContlnued, and consequently there is about nn hour

fxtra for practice during the month of November. The

ii 'ollowing schedule Bhows how the cadot's time Is taken
ip by his Tarlous duties'

!ij Rfivcllle. 7 0:00 A.M.
pBreakfa6t A. M.

flABtudy hour 7:00 A. u A. M.
lljj&cadomic duties '. . . . S:Cp A. M.

CT)lnncr .. .12515 P. 0 P. M.

JS&cadcmlc duties . 1:30 V, 0 I. M.
$Sprills-..-. 3:40P.M.-t:40r.- M.

fjH'arado - t4:50 P. M..3:20 L'. M.

gjfcuard mounting (ouce a week).. 5:2Q P. V. M.

.'(Supper... U:30V.M.

fv Supper at 6 P. M- - after November JL

igfenps ... . , 10:00 P. M.
W&f Until November L f

EflL There are no elaborate training tables at Wet
Jteolnt such as the other colleges have. Ny ourp,, of

Krnlned rubbers and masseurs.' No fahcy dUlfe:, d

by cooks hired especially for the ptupoiiv, The
Enly thing In tho way of training tables at the
Kcadcmy are the "toast tables." The football men

ilEirc seated at these and their only departure from' the
regular faro lies in tho toasf, which is bountifully

twupplled. There la usually a trainer for the football
UtteRm who looks after tho men's general physical

He, assisted by wjveral enllHled men from
(Tjwho Hospital Corps of the Arni3', attend to all of the
tfjpruisoa and sprains of the playors.. His chief

is a bottle of ice water. This year ojC Point
fBiH& obtained a nejv trainer. Of course, it may require
rfB?83 tJmo for tao cauctB l0 uccouic proflcicmt fu foot-k'jEa- lI

by reason of their accustomed good physical
Kven this condition Is' not sunn that it would

(nRtrte the cadet to stand the grind of two tblrfy-fiv- e

JjShlnute halves. Surely there Is something else which
Hpu8t help these men put out the teams they s do.
Kadcta aro almost all good hard bone, and muscle;

jBrall they may seem when viewed on parade, thin
jrglsted and brittle. Tin? nrm.v" teatub have always

Hj" Hght, ueiiiUly averaging between IGo njid 170

IHI1 J
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As a matter of fact those
men piny on their ucrvo.
They are a bunch of mus-
cle and nerves when In ac-
tion. They throw solf to
the winds, for tlioy are
llghtini: for the corp.. and
luey realirc that I he corps
Is backing th.-i- to a man.
II is their nerve which en-

ables them to ihiow them
selves will. Jrie.Mibie
force -- gainst the Hues of
tlielr heavier opponents.
'Nils 11111111 fight has

for. long thai it K
now traditional. if ul0
reader should hap,en to
witness any of the foot-
ball games a Wcat Point
let him sometimes note the

'wffiMPffilrfZz.
vy&4n&&"tfi&i&

o- - tne lace of
each player. :VM- -

"IIJs fdco Is earnest-an- H.e Wdg Pighting the
caieful as he glances a Battle of His Life
last time over his array

but full" of p'uc: and
npe i lie sol f look I hope (o sou on my.::ei.crars

face when I go oul lo tight." , ...
"Tom Brown at'ltugby."

J

In most of the larger colleges one aiways finds a
varying amount of favoritism shown to athletes, and
particularly to football men. That characteristic Is

entirely missing at West Point. AHhete or no ath-

lete, the West Pointer must Keep proficient hi his
studios, for he knows that although he may be the
star on the football field he must do his class" room
uork satisfactorily. Every one knows that studies at
West Point are not the easiest, and It Is no easy Job
to prepare hard lessons ufter an afternoon's football
practice.

"" .ishment of a Star End.
In the fall of 1009 one of the star ends for the West

Point team was talking tours during iLc, criti-- e

season. True, his aerlce-- j were needed,' for he w-i-

a star, but nothing could alter the order compelling '

him to severe punishment. No favoritism existed
there. Football prowess could not outra.iTc the oidcrs
of the superintendent One can llttlo appreciate 'the
feellllJrs nf Hits rnilnt xrn unll.'l if fmtrs. v;is nll(vl

an "area bird," as he could hear the cheers and yells
from the football field.

Almost each year the cadets have to devise means
so ns to make the best of the short time allowed
theui for practice. Some of tlielr cxpc.iljuts arc
unique. In lOuS. as the days began to get shorter, the
cadets could not. see the ball in tho late afternoon. The
nlghl would fall early and would prevent further
practice. A half hour was lost each afternoon from
practice. In order not lo lose this nvallabk time from
the small time allowed for practice the coaches caused
several footballs to be painted white, and each after-
noon after dark the teams continued their practice
and tho precious half hour was not lost.

At no other Institution does the spirit of football
play so important a part of the came as at tho
academy. The corpj know that their team has not
tho'pplendld preparation thai outside teams have and
they the re.ilixe that they themselves must
stand behind that team and back It to the cud.

a feature of football at .sL Point is the spirit
exhibited by the teams and by the corps. This spirit
k traditional and is called "corps spirit." Every cadet
has It Instilled into him on his entrance to tho
academy. It Is such a spirit which, winning or losing,
shows itself to Hie end It Is a 'spirit that makes
the eadot rooters cheer their team whether It Is losing
or winning. Tho corps neer slop cheering and
urging thi'lr team on to the tight.

In 1P0S, at the Navy game In Philadelphia, some one
started the words "Fight! Fight! Fight r through the
West Point stands. Immediately It spread tlnough
tho corps, and all through the game the stadium re-

verberated with this stirring slogan. It reached Ihc
team and put new spirit Into their bodies. They won
tho game by realizing that every man lu tho corps
was behind them. What an Incentive to a maji lo do
his best! In the ycnrlv publication the Howitzer
a the academy in 1009 there appeared a px.'ni writ-
ten on the three wind, "Tight! Fight j Field!" The
fir.si vcrc tolls of the game where the words orig-mate-

"Ten. Is the strain In the stands today.
Slv to four, and the Army leudy!

And. charging In vain 'gainst the line of gray,
The shattered Is'avy altack recedes,

For ihe thought that nerves cvorycmy's son
Is not Ihe renown of an athlete's might,

Bui tho call of the corps, thai swells in oho
Reverberant chorus, 'Fight! Fight! Fight!' "

Of course every ono knows of the proverbial rivalry
between West Point and Annapolis ;the Army and
the Navy game. The ".Navy game" is "the" game,
and, in fact, the only game that Is really coveted. Ak
the coaches always toll the team. "You're playing
other games just lo practise for the Navy. There Is
only one game that you're after. That game comes on
November 27, and if you have any little kicks to make

Just sav,e them nil until that slate: That is the one
game that you must win." The buccess of a football
season depends entirely on the wlnnlug or losing of
the Nmy ll ' with a dogged determi-
nation to do or die that the Army terfm lines up with
Its rival, tho Navy. f

Three .cars ago the Army was credited w lib having
n fighting chance to beat lheNiivy. It took that
chance and won. According to 'James J. ITogau. for-

merly Vale caplaln. "The Army had the traditional
Army spirit. That was I he spirit that enabled West
Point mil only to hold ofT but also to beat her rival."'

This Interest In the Army-Nav- y football game con-

tinues not only while in the academy, but also after

Devore a

graduation, for otlicers In the most remote posts go to

the most eMraoulinary means to hear from this
game. Several years ago an olHcer in the Interior of
oue of the Philippine Islands rode fifty miles through
a country infested with Morns to gel the news of the
game and lo carry It back to the other otlicers, who
were feverishly awaiting his lelurn. In the States all
the officers who can possibly get leaves always at-

tend the Navy game at Philadelphia. The spirit of
West Point Is so imbedded that we see gi'i..led haired
generals In full uniform watching the gnuic.

Eeu the President and the Cabinet attend, for Ihey
have caught the spirit from armj otlicers. Any ono
who has ever witnessed an Army-Nav- y game can
never forget the spectacle. Nor can he forget tho
spirit which exhibited itself as tho West Pointei.s
arose as one salulo their team with the now famous
"Long Corps Yell." Old men, hoys, wives and swept-heait.- s

enn still remember the fierceness with which
Ihe cadets urged their learn on to the fray.

Their is a large bet plnced at even money between
the two academies It is against ihe rules, but each
year several lint classmen atl as "belting commis-
sioners."' All of the cadets get money, and. sub ros.i.
place II wlih the commissioners. The money is taken
lo Philadelphia In a cigar box--, and after the game the
commissioners of ihe iwo ncndcuilct meet and setlhi
up. The bet Is usually about $."i,000 a sfTle. In 19U- -

about ten minutes before ihe eorps left for the Navy
game, the commlssiouei-- icched a telegram from the
Navy men asking them for nu additional bet of $2,000.
The commissioner met hi a huir. aud decided that
they Iherc were ten of them would cover the .2,00U.
Th'e telegram was answered in the alllrinative, ai- -

though to cover the bet they must borrow. They
misted their team and that team won.

The fierceness of this spirit is illusrrated by the
terrific struggle physically for which West Point is
noted. No better example of fierceness of pljy can
be drawn than he playing of Cadet Jusen- - A. Byrne,
who died on the football Held In the fall of lPu(.

The cadet team was playing the much heivlcr Har-
vard team. The stands were lined with spnetators
sweetheart!?, friends. Harvard followers aud others.
A magnificent sight, as tin. thousands of pennants
Muttered in the air black, gold and . ray mingled with
the Harvard crimson. Sharp and crisp through the
chilly afternoon came the .veils oi the West Pointers

as they urged their team
to Ihc IghL Harvard was
lighting desperately. For

. -- . forly minutes the Crimson
p, fj' di cloven had thrown Itself
'"''1,7viv "?' hopelessly against the ever

HP"tJns cadets. Tb9 sdU
diers were playing on 'their
nerve. Time and time
agaiu Minor, the powerful
llarvaid fullback, was
launched against the army
line. Each time ho was
thrown back--.

The bulk of the defence
had shifted on Byrne at
left ackle. Three times
in succession he stopped
Mlnot In his terrific
plunges. He was lighting
his battle the battle of
life After stopping the
third play Byrne remained
motionless on the ground.
The Army trainer's bottle
of'lec wa'O'- - failed lo help
Y;ilnly " 1 the cadets cheer
for "Id," as he was called,
to get up. Uc responded
to neither.

' f v Beavers
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Surgeons were called from the side Hues Artificial
rrsplriitlon was started and onlliued to the end
Til" v:s crowd, bright colors and sad cadets hied
slowly from the grand siifmls. The cheering ceased
and a iiod silence peivaded the field. Few spoke, for
each realized what the other would say. The
peuiuuils'woie furlid and night came over the Geld.

A stretcher had been summoned and Byrne was re-

moved ' to tho cadet hospital. A hasly examination
levoaled. a fractured neck and paralysis of the respira-lo- r

nerves.
Anxiously did the cadets wall for news. At "taps"

that night a leassurlng bulletin flora the hospital put
.fresh hope into tho corps. Many were the prayers

that ascended to God that night that He might succor

their beloved classmate. Vi- - slept.
Through the long night artificial respiration con-

tinued. Only once did 'Byrne lcgaln consciousness.
He asked Ills father, who was sitting beside him,
"Did we win?" That's the spirit he had. and wllh

that same spirit lie left the earth. The next morning,
Sunday, Just as the reveille gun boomed out a new
daj, lie passed peacefully and quietly Into tbc Great

lle.oiid. still carrying wllh him lhat corps spirit which
had helped him stop those terrific plays and which
was now helping him face his Maker wllh the words
"Well done" emblazoned on his soul.

For three da,s West Point's football hero lay In

stale. He was buried -- v Uli all Ibc honors of war lu

the uniform for which ho had ghen his life. Dry
eyes were few as the last salute was fired and tup

bugles 'played "laps" over the grave of the one who

had exemplified what true corps spirit was.
In the year book of the class of 1910 theie appears

the following beautiful tribute to Byrne:
"He lost liis life In a football game, giving It for

our academy in a struggle In which there was no

bitterness. What belter death can a Christian ail:

limn to die like this, fighting a good tight?
"Upnorous lu his dealings, sympathetic In his

'riendship. Id was an ideal classmate and comrade.

Devout in his religious principles, caieful In his de-

votions and life, he has given us such an example

that It is wltli pride we auswer to his name at this our
graduation lollcall. 'Died on the field of honor:"

The manner In which the football teams are backed
by the corps is alsd illustrated by the songs which
arc practised so much that every man kuows them
perfectly. There Is a soug for every emergency. The

most famous of these is one which forms a part of the
academy song, "Beuuy Havens." It runs thus:

"Thou here's to you, Old Glory team,
That downs the strongest foes,

you're Benny Havens' stoutest sons,
' Op you our hopes repose.

On Ihe mountains by old Hudson's shore
1'onr deeds have been our theme;

But victors or defeated, men,
You're still the Army team.

When you meet the rovers of tbc. sea ' M
And struggle hand to hand. ; M

Itrmember. in that hour supreme.
We all behind you stand. W H

Let black recall our past defeats, - ,.i't ' H
The present struggle gray &i ' llBut victory is brightest gold '4wl H
That you shall win that day." rih

Another is: $jA' jH
"The Army team's the pride and dream ""f 1 jH

Of every heart In gray. vf I M
- The Army line you'll over find ,v '$

A terror in the fray; 't H
And when this team Is fighting M

For the black and gray and gold. . ;
.We're always near with song and cheer

And this is the thing we're told ''$",
On. brave old Army team, 'V ' '1

On to the fray;
Fight on to victory, H

For that's the fearless Army way." M
There is another little song that has been in th fl

corps which bas a tune all its own. It Is: M

'"Away. away, away we go; M
What caro we, for any foe3 H

Up and down the field wc go M
Just lo beat the Navy." M

In all of the Army songs there are always some M
words about the Navy that arc calculated to put spirit fl
Into tho team. ,The word "navy" to a cadet In a foot- - M
ball uniform has tbc same effect that a lighted match M
would have lu a barrel of gasolene. The hope that M
some day he might play football against the Navy M
has kept mauy u cadet plugging on the scrubs each

In connection with playing the Navy there Is a
superstition nt West Point which Is worth while men- - M
Honing. There arc six companies lu ihc battalion of M
cadets A.' B. C. P, E and F. A and F companies M
compose the "Flankers" aud (he other four the M
"Hunls." Each year, on the day before the Navy M
game, there Is a game called the "Bunt-Flank- M
game." If is played between two teams chosen fioro M

f. i V f - 1 i A H
v V iH

Wood Eittlejoha H
the plebcs of the Bunt companies and Flanker com- - H
panics respectively. The superstition lies In the slip- - H
position that whenever the Bunts are iclorlous tile H
Army will surely beat the Niny the next day. or vice H
ersa. Only once hus Ihe superstition failed, aud thut H

failure occurred last year, when the Navy beat the H
Arnn. although the BuuLs had licked the Flankers. H

'Some people arc wont lo call West Pointers tin M

soldiers aud such. They arc thin walstcd, true jH
enough, aud the majority thin enough, for their form M
of life necessitates these two conditions. HowoTer, M

their showing in football ranks them as men. M

Few aie ihe big colleges who do not feel nervous M
.. 1...1. tiu.f nn tn ulnv the cadets. Thev rcallzft H
that they will havo to fight to the last second of th H
game. The cadets, being light, always have a few H
tricks up their Jeeves, and there Is no tc'lling when H
these I ricks may be practised. There is no game that H

Yale fears ball as much as she does her game with M
West Point. Yale always outweighs the cadets, but H
Yale herself realizes that her weight will gain her H
little against such a team as that of the Academy. . H

First Played in 1838. H
Football was played nt the Academy as early as H

1S3S. It was played for about ten ears aud died out H
about 1640. In l63 the cadets obtained permission to IH
play football, and since Hint time It bas been played H
more or less with considerable success. For tho lost IH
few years the syBtcm of graduate coaches has been in H
vogue, with marked improvement In the teams. Tha jH
system of graduate coaches at West Point was per- - H
fected by Lieutenant Henry M-- Nelly, who for the H
lnpt four years has been head coac.li. Lieutenant H
Nelly played on tbc Academy team in 1002 and la H
thoroughly acquainted with tbc game, both old and IH
nqw. Under the new rules he has developed some
wonderful teams at West Point In tho last four years. H
His absence this ear, he having beeu relieved, jH
will be deeply felt Lieutenant Nelly used to tell the IH
'men, "Whenever you sec a Mldd give him some- - jH
thing to pill in his lucky bag." H

West Point's showing against the lafger colleges H
has been wonderful, considering the difference in size H
of the Academy and the colleges. Last scasou she H
beat Yale 9-- and wns beaten by Harvard by the jH
stnall score of d-- She was beaten by tbo Navy 5--

Whenever she Is beaten by the larger colleges the H
scores arc always small and the games hard won.

Up to 1911 tho Army and Navy teams wore tied. H
each team ha lug seven victories to its credit the H
first Army-Nav- y game having been played in 1SU0. H
There have been several ties. This year the rubber
will be played, and nt present the Army's chances
scum very bright. From her "last year's stars and H

cteraus she has Arnold at centre, Dean at half, H
ll.vnU nt quarter, Devore and Llttlcjohn nt, tackles
and Wood 'at end. Besides, she has other seasoned
men who arc invaluable lu pinches. H

West Pofut lu the past hus turned out some won- - H
derful playors, spcli as Daly, quarter; H
Funis worth, Beavers -- and Puilcn,
There is Tipton, of 1005. who, playing centre against
Hie Navy, stopped a kick-of- f and kicked the ball along
tho ground through the entire Navy team, and flnallj
fell ou he ball behind the Navy's goal line, scoring a H
touchdown. These and many others constitute the H
roll of footbJl) heroes at West Point. Their deeds H
arc at Hie end of every cadet's tongue. Their names IHarc inscribed lu the football archives at the Academy. IH

The Duke of Wellington aptly said that Eug- - H
laud's generals are mudc ou the football field. So are H
many of the generals of the United States made ou H
the football field at West Point. There it is Hiat they H
have tlielr daily drills in serving their country, and
there it Is that they first learn to fight for West Point H
.mil their country. And. as has beeu lately shown, H
ihey are ever as rendy to give their lives on tho foot H
ball field as the are to gUe them on Hie battlefield. H

"NAWN OF THIM IN THE ."

X flty Hall Park. New York Hiy. a recruiting officer
and an aid, both In khaki, stond A fulled States
poster call for trooper-- ) appeared in a conspicuous

place on a busy walk aud they paiiolled back aud
forth before it with plenty of military dignity.

- Pedestrians who paused to sorntlnro the poster were
not iiotiri'd by the two soldiers, but presently tho
il Id hailed and completely abandoned his military
demeanor. lie smiled and nodded urbanely and
Chatted wllh a light eixillan Informality.

The superior olllcor. an Irish derail, went on
patrolling with a bidder and lighter expression.
Suddenly he stopped and said, explosively, to nobody
Ip particular:

"They dou't want nawn nv thlm In the
Then he went on patrolling Impersonally as before.
Ills aid, a young man of soldierly presence,

his stride with a rclurn to his military bear-
ing, and the winsome girl with whom he had boon
converging looked back at htm wistfully over her
shoulder as sue timidly departed.

Next Week 'Great Universities' Army oi FootballScouts"
r


